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BIOGEST, A SPECIALIST IN THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF BIOMETHANE 
PLANTS, IS MOVING FAST TO CAPITALISE ON CURRENT MARKET DEVELOPMENTS.
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Established 30 years ago, Biogest has grown from a regional wastewater treatment specialist 
to an international biomethane and biogas plant manufacturer with subsidiaries in France, 
Italy, Romania, Serbia, Czech Republic, UK and US. The company has completed over 170 

biogas plant projects, generating electricity and biomethane worldwide. 

Although our initial 
focus was Central and 
Eastern Europe, we 

now operate worldwide,” says 
CEO Martin Schlerka. “With 

our products, we can offer 
an important contribution 

through the use of 
renewable raw materials 
to achieving climate 
goals. In contrast 
to fossil resources, 
biogas production 
releases only as much 
CO2 as the renewable 
resources drawn from 

the atmosphere during 
their growth.”

NOVEL TECHNOLOGY
“We design the plant and 
produce the key components 
while subcontracting the 
rest to other Austrian and 

to German companies. Then 
the plant is completed on-
site, commissioned and, if 
required, also operated by 
us,” Mr Schlerka describes the 
process, explaining that plant 
operation is something that is 
now increasingly required from 
Biogest.

He further acknowledges 
that biomethane plants 
are the company’s current 
core business. Biomethane 
(Renewable Natural Gas) is a 
source of methane derived from 
the purification of biogas, which 
has the same characteristics as 
natural gas. It can be injected 
into the natural gas grid or be 
used to fuel vehicles.

The company has four 
products in its portfolio, each 
suitable for a different type of 
feedstock. The most widely 
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Textile hall systems
Tarpaulin doors
Biogas plant components

Jenbacher J420

ENERGY SOLUTIONS.
EVERYWHERE, EVERY TIME.

INNIO.COM

ENERGY IN THE MAKING?
NATURALLY!

By replacing fossil fuels with biogas, you can improve your waste 
management and your bottom line – all while contributing to 

a greener and more secure energy future. A biogas-fueled 
INNIO* Jenbacher* gas engine can efficiently generate 

greener, economical heat and power while helping to 
compensate for grid fluctuations. Biological waste  

as an energy source? Now that’s natural power.
*Indicates a trademark.
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AGROTEL
AGROTEL is your specialist for textile solutions in environmental 
technology, trade, industry and agriculture.

For over 30 years we have been developing and producing individual 
solutions made of steel and technical textiles according to customer 
requirements and are one of the pioneers in this industry. As an 
internationally active family business, we stand for quality and 
durability of our products. All products in our range are developed, 
planned and manufactured in our own factory at our location 
in Neuhaus am Inn (DE) in Lower Bavaria. Our product range 
extends from self-supporting hall systems and tarpaulin doors to 
environmental technology components. Special solutions are also 
possible. We operate according to the “everything from one source 
principle” with the AGROTEL manufacturer’s guarantee. AGROTEL’s 
quality management and environmental management are certified 
according to ISO 9001 and ISO 14001.

For more information: www.agrotel.eu

AGROTEL GmbH
Hartham 9
94152 Neuhaus am Inn
Germany
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applied is the PowerRing, a 
versatile digester that was 
developed as a modular tank-
in-tank system to overcome 
all the challenges of a modern 
biomethane or biogas plant.

In contrast to a classic tank 
design, the feedstock in the 
ring-digester is naturally led 
through the digester due to its 
channel-like shape. As a result, 
the PowerRing is suitable for 
a wide variety of feedstocks 
including lignocellulosic 
feedstocks with high dry matter 
that can be used and processed 
efficiently.

LONG-TERM PARTNERSHIPS
When asked what is behind 
the remarkable success of 
a small Austrian company, 
Mr Schlerka says: “One of 

the reasons is, no doubt, our 
proven technology that offers 
certain advantages compared 
to classic gas plants. The other 
is that Biogest provides an end-
to-end service. We can be there 
from the project beginning 
through its construction and 
commissioning, up to operation 
if that is required.”

He points out that the plants 
are getting bigger, and as such 
have often had institutional 
investors involved. “Often, it 
is not the farmer anymore, but 
more likely an investment fund. 
They are looking for a business 
plan, and with our offer of 
different stages we come pretty 
close to that.”

As a biogas plant is a major 
project that is developed over 
many months, relationships 

are key. Biogest focuses on 
establishing long-term personal 
relationships with its clients, 
and that is also one of the 
aspects that drives the company 
forward.

The list of satisfied customers 
is long and varied. It includes 
Frogmary, the UK where 
the PowerRing technology 
is used to process around 
70,000 tonnes of animal and 
agricultural waste and crops 
per year. After successfully 
commissioning the first phase 
of this project, two extensions 
were also completed. 

Another success story was 
Charchigne, the biggest biogas 
plant in France, where the 
PowerRing became the perfect 
solution for solid manure, 
including stover. The energy 

generated supplies the public 
grid as well as about 8,500 
households.

Last but not least, the Polish 
Sosnicowice plant is a good 
example of Biogest’s long-
term approach. The plant was 
built in 2010 and subsequently 
extended in 2015, to use more 
types of substrates to include 
rests from coffee production, 
maize silage, manure, distillery 
rests and cattle manure. The 
waste heat from the biogas 
plant is used to generate steam 
for the distillery and heat for the 
entire company.

AMBITIOUS PLANS
Innovation is a key part of the 
business. Biogest has recently 
developed a system called 
Green APP as a new solution 
for the valorisation of by-
products from the olive oil 
industry. The system manages, 
in a sustainable way, the 
different residue fractions in 
a clear example of the circular 
economy, where the final 
products are renewable gas, 
energy and a soil bio-stimulant.

“The system, most suitable 
for the countries of southern 
Europe such as Italy, Spain 
and Greece, resolves the 
environmental problems of the 
olive oil producers as the waste 
is processed into products – 
such as fertilisers and compost. 
We have been working on this 
new system for over two years 
and it is now almost ready to be 
launched, expected to bring a 
major change in those regions,” 
says Mr Schlerka.

As the emphasis on the 
circular economy increases 
globally, one of Biogest’s 
challenges is to stay focused, 
and the company is clear where 
that is going to be. “The United 
States is for us the fastest 
growing market at the moment. 
We have already completed 
projects there and would 

like to expand our business 
in North America. We will 
also strive to consolidate our 
position in Europe, making use 
of the growing opportunities 
in southern countries, where 
biogas plants are almost non-
existent.”

“Operating the plants is 
another line of business that 
we would like to pursue more 
vigorously. This would be a 
more sustainable business, 
and we have ample experience 
in this respect.  This would be 
also beneficial for our clients. 
They can take advantage of 

our profound expertise as plant 
designers and builders, but also 
as operators.”

“So, while in the coming 
months we want to strengthen 
Biogest’s position in the US 
and Canada, building projects 
for clients, in Europe we want 
to invest in our own plants, 
focusing primarily on Italy and 
France, which is our strongest 
market at the moment. In any 
case, we want to build and 
foster long-term relationships 
with our clients, expanding 
after-sales service – that is our 
strategy and our differentiator.”
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